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Battle under the Big Sky ®
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Battle under the Big Sky: Conference Finale
Teams meet for final 
conference matchups
Joe Paisley
Kaimin Staff
The first semifinal game has two teams who 
backed into this weekend’s Big Sky Conference 
Women’s Basketball Tournament while the second 
semifinal has two teams riding winning streaks.
Fourth-seed Northern Arizona tripped and 
stumbled its way into the tournament. The Lady 
Lumberjacks (6-8, 12-14) dropped four out of their 
last five games but managed to get into the tourna­
ment for the’first time since they joined the Big 
Sky in 1988 because of their 62-57 upset win over 
Montana State in Bozeman Jan 20. The MSU win 
was the tie-breaker over fifth-place Weber State.
The Lady Jacks went 6-6 in non-conference play 
with wins over New Mexico, Nevada and Cal State- 
Northridge while the wins over MSU in Bozeman 
and WSU in Flagstaff provided the 
edge over the Lady Wildcats.
NAU has a solid backcourt with 
three guards combining a mixture of 
both youth and experience.
The Lady Jacks are paced by 
freshman guard Amy Yanish who 
leads the team with 12.5 points and 
2.8 assists a game. Yanish is also a 
three-point threat, shooting 28 per­
cent from beyond the arc. Senior 
guard Barb Cirbo is second in the 
conference with 2.6 steals a game. 
Senior guard Tracy Carlson comes 
in off a big game in the loss against 
Weber last week, where she scored a 
sfeason high 23 points.
field goal percentage defense, holding 
opponents to 35 percent shooting. NAU 
is the conference cellar dwellar, giving 
up 45 percent. On offense, UM scores 72 
points a game while NAU averages 58 
points.
The Lady Griz (12-2, 22-4) have a 
solid inside-outside game with senior 
forward Ann Lake pumping in nearly 15 
points a game and snagging 8.2 
rebounds. Junior forward Kristy 
Langton adds nearly 12 points a night.
Junior guard Carla Beattie provides 
the outside threat, shooting 42 percent 
from three-point land. Senior guard 
Kelly Pilcher leads the conference with 
seven assists a game. Montana brings a 
29-game home winning streak into the 
tournament.
Boise State, 
ranked 18th in the 
country and second 
in the tournament is 
on a two-game win­
ning streak after 
beating Montana 
State and Idaho 
since losing to the 
Lady Griz Feb 25. 
The Lady Broncos 
(12-2, 22-4) had a 
nine-game winning 
streak in mid-sea­
son, including road 
wins against UCLA,
Joe Weston/Kaimin
UM SENIOR forward Ann Lake matches up with MSU’s all­
America candidate Cass Bauer in Bozeman last weekend. Bauer and 
Lake could face each other on Saturday night if each wins Friday.
Northern Arizona shoots often, 
but not well from beyond the three- 
point arc, taking 4.3 three-pointers 
a game but only hitting 27 percent 
of them.
NAU’s weakness lies in its 
rebounding, averging 12 rebounds
less than UM, their opponent in the first semifinal.
Number-one-seed Montana, ranked 20th in the 
nation, also backed into the tournament, with a 
heart-breaking loss to Montana State, 58-52 in 
Bozeman last Friday. UM tied Boise State for the 
regular season title , but a lucky coin flip returned 
the tourney to Missoula for the first time since 
1991.
UM started off the season with an impressive 
loss to national powerhouse Tennessee, then won 
15 of the next 16 games before losing to BSU in 
Boise.
Montana, as always, leads the conference in
Oregon State and the Western 
Kentucky Lady Hilltoppers, a 
Final Four team a few years 
ago.
Boise State’s high-octane 
offense leads the Big Sky with 
75 points a game while holding
opponents to 60. Montana State averages 64 points 
while holding opponents to 61.
BSU beat Idaho 98-45 to clinch a share of the 
regular season title Sunday. Senior forward Lidiya 
Varbanova is third in the conference averaging 17 
points and seven rebounds a game. Varbanova also 
averages 1.1 steals a game while shooting 66 per­
cent from the field.
Junior guard Tricia Bader averages five assists 
while grabbing three steals a game. Senior guard 
Angie Evans also pumps in" 11 points a game while 
shooting 25 percent from three-point land.
Number-three-seed Montana State (11-3, 16-9)
enters the tournament on a high note with a win 
over UM last Friday, sparked by a huge second- 
half comeback. The Lady Cats turned their road 
woes around (five straight road losses) when the 
conference season started with a tough overtime 
win at Idaho. Senior forward and All-American 
candidate Cass Bauer scored 40 points, making 16 
free throws in the process.
Bauer propels the Lady Cats with 21 points and 
10 rebounds a game. She is no slacker on defense 
either, averaging 1.3 blocked shots a game.
Junior forward Angel Nickelson adds 10.6 points 
a game while grabbing 1.6 steals.
If the games come down to free throws, NAU 
has a slight advantage over UM. The Lady Jacks 
shoot 68 percent from the charity stripe while the 
Lady Griz shoot 64 percent.
Boise State shoots the best of the tournament 
field with 70 percent while MSU shoots 67 percent.
Big Sky Statistics
Big Sky Conference Statistical Leaders 
•Scoring
1) Clary, Jennifer-Idaho, 21.3
2) Bauer, Cass-Montana State, 21.0
3) Varbanova, Lidiya-Boise State, 17.3
4) Lake, Ann-Montana, 14.7
5) Yanish, Amy-Northern Arizona, 12.5
6) Wangsgard, Nicki-Weber State, 12.2
7) Langton, Kristy-Montana, 11.3
8) Evans, Angie-Boise State, 11.1
9) Salness, Meg-Idaho State, 10.6
10) Nickelson-, Angel-Montana State, 10.6
•Assists
1) Pilcher, Kelly-Montana, 7.0
2) Bader, Tricia-Boise State, 4.9
3) Taylor, Ty-Idaho State, 3.9
4) Martin, Teresa-Weber State, 3.3
5) Evans, Angie-Boise State, 2.9
6) Skorpik, Ariana-Idaho, 2.9
7) Yanish, Amy-Northern Arizona, 2.8
8) Torrolova, Tory-Boise State, 2.7
9) Sutter, Jennifer-Eastern Washington, 2.5
10) Spencer, Steph-Montana State, 2.4
•Steals
1) Bader, Tricia-Boise State, 3.0
2) Cirbo, Barb-Northern Arizona, 2.6
3) Pilcher, Kelly-Montana, 2.3
4) Evans, Angie-Boise State, 2.3
5) Taylor, Ty-Idaho State, 2.2
6) Torrolova, Tory-Boise State, 1.8
7) Brooks, Sherri-Montana, 1.8
8) Sorenson, Valerie-Weber State, 1.6
9) Nickelson, Angel-Montana State, 1.6
10) Yanish, Amy-Northern Arizona, 1.5
•Rebounding
1) Bauer, Cass-Montana State, 10.1
2) Lake, Ann-Montana, 8.2
3) Poncina, Karen-Idaho, 7.9
4) Rikli, Karli-Northern Arizona-7.5
5) Davis, Nicole-Idaho State, 7.4
6) Varbanova, Lidiya-Boise State, 6.9
7) Sower, Heather-Boise State, 6.5
8) Missall, Kristy-Eastern Washington, 6.2
9) Talbot, Wendy-Weber State, 6.1
10) Deterding, Amy-Idaho, 6.0
Big Sky Conference Final Standings
DMontana, 22-4, 12-2 * 
l)Boise St., 22-4,12-2
3) Montana St., 16-9, 11-3
4) Northern Arizona, 12-14, 6-8
5) Weber State, 7-19, 6-8
6) Idaho State, 7-19, 4-10
7) Eastern Washington, 8-18, 3-11
8) Idaho, 3-22, 2-12
*Won a coinflip to determine site of Big Sky Tournament
2 O Montana Kaimin, Friday, March 11,1994
Big Sky Roundup
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Breakfast
6 am-11 am 
$1 99
WATCH HOCKEY & BASKETBALL • 16 BIG TV's • 3 SATELUTES
Vacation Plans?
• Water Purifiers
• Sunglasses
• Sunscreen
• Swimwear
• Luggage
• Duffle Bags
• Personal Dag Bags
• Passport Wallets
Save 20% on select GfcHTUCCi
shorts • Shirts • Pants
Save 20% -50% on select footwear 
Hiking Boots • Casual Shoes
Don't miss Rental Sale &l SRi Clearance
March 5 &. 6
OPEN TIL 8 P.M. 
WEEKDAYS 
6 P.M. WEEKENDS 
Corner of Higgins S’ Pine 
543-6966
FREE CUSTOMER PARKING OPEN 5UNPAY5 AVF 9:3°-8 SAT 9-6 SUN 11 -6
IF FOR ANY REASON YOU ARE DISSATISFIED WITH YOUR
DOMINO’S PIZZA PRODUCT, WE WILL RE-MAKE YOUR PIZZA OR
REFUND YOUR MONEY. Q
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AW
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In the Historic
UNION CLUB
Under new management!!!
Open 11 a.m. - 9 p.m. Mon.-Sat.
Lunch, Dinner Entrees, Soups, 
Appetizers, Salads, Sweetpotato Fries, 
and GREAT DESSERTS!
Full Service Bar ❖ Pool Tables
Ole’s Salutes the Lady Griz
Way to go girls!
Ole’s
Ole’s Country Store is the 
exclusive sponsor of tire 
University of Montana 
OF THE GAME 
AuWA.RO
Ole's is prtnul -to gi'oeo'ver $10,000 
per 1/ea.r to the ATHLETIC 
SCHOLARSHIP FUN I > 
to support the youth of this comrntoti tx/1\
Have Lunch on us!
*Wizza ^Pipeline
One Slice of Pizza FREE
Canadian Bacon or Pepperoni 
PLUS ONE 22 OZ. SOFT DRINK 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Daily
Missoula
2100 Stephens 
Stephens Center 
«, 721-7500
CARRY OUT ONLY 
Limit one coupon per person per day. 
Coupon required.
Exp. Date; 3/20/94 
Cash Value 1/200 cent
Contributors to the 
largest ever sports 
pullout in Kaimin 
history.
Thanks to all the 
contributors, Writers: 
Corey Taule, Dan 
Ross, Tom Cotton, 
Chad Cain, Jon 
Ebelt, Joe Paisley. 
Photographers: 
Gregory Rec, Joe 
Weston, Kort Duce, 
Chris Jacobs, Derek 
Pruitt, Russ 
Pagenkopf. Editors: 
Cody Witt, Tom 
Barrett, Joe Paisley, 
Libi
Sundermann, Corey 
Taule, Andrew 
Poertner. Design: 
Libi Sundermann, 
April Jones, Russ 
Pagenkopf. Ad 
Department. Sports 
Information at NAU, 
BSU, MSU and 
Linda McCarthy.
-Thank You, 
Kevin Crough
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There's no 
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home.
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CHERSEJMZZA
HOURS:
Ritagonia Luggage has 
been bumped, 
squeezed, crushed, 
dropped and rained on. 
Made of industrial fabrics 
(like Ballistics cloth) with 
taped, reinforced seams; 
seatbelt webbing and 
zinc hardware.
Battle under the Big Sky: Dominating the court
Chris Jacobs/Kaimin 
[7Af SENIOR forward Ann Lake emerges from a sea of arms to hook a rebound 
against Idaho earlier this season.
Ann Lake makes run 
for Big Sky MVP
Corey Taule
Kaimin Reporter
February 25,1994 is a night that will 
live forever in senior forward Ann 
Lake’s mind. The Missoula Big Sky 
High School alum scored a career-high 
36 points, on 16-19 shooting, and pulled 
down 11 rebounds in a nationally tele­
vised game against Boise State. The 87- 
81 win gave UM sole possession of first 
place at the time.
“It was one of those nights when luck 
was on your side 
and shots were 
falling,” Lake 
said. “I guess it 
was just my 
night to have a 
good game.”
Lake is mak­
ing a run for the 
Big Sky 
Conference Most 
Valuable Player 
this season. She 
ranks fourth in 
the conference in 
scoring, second 
in rebounding 
and second in 
field goal per­
centage.
Lake’s coach 
Robin Selvig 
wouldn’t say that 
Lake is the 
MVP, but 
acknowledged 
that her chances 
are “real good.”
UM senior 
point guard Kelly 
Pilcher, who played with Lake at 
Missoula’s Big Sky High School, said 
Lake is the team’s undisputed leader.
“She does everything,” Pilcher said. 
“She’s the leader emotionally and vocally.”
Currently Lake stands third on UM’S
Derek Pruitt/Kaimin
UAf SENIOR forward Ann Lake rejoices in voc- 
tory against Boise State earlier this season.
all-time rebounding list, five behind Doris 
Deden for second place and 26 behind 
Shannon Cate for first. Pilcher said the
importance of Lake’s rebounding to UM is 
not lost on her or her coach.
“She’s by far our best rebounder,” said 
Pilcher. “I remember one week where Ann 
was hurt and couldn’t play, Rob (Selvig) 
was yelling block out, we won’t get a 
rebound without Ann.”
“I think Fm going to miss the competi­
tiveness and the friends,” she said. “We’re 
all so close it’s like a big family.”
Though her col­
lege days will soon 
be over, Lake said 
she hopes to be 
playing basketball 
next year.
“I’m considering 
trying to go over­
seas to play,” Lake 
said. “It’s fairly 
disappointing to 
have to go to 
Europe (the U.S 
does not have a 
women’s profes­
sional basketball 
league), so far 
away from family 
and friends.”
Lake said that 
while she would 
like to play, she 
does not plan on 
making profession­
al basketball her 
career. “If I did it, I 
don’t think I would 
want to do it for 
more than a year,” 
she said.
Lake said her last game in Dahlberg 
Arena this weekend would be an emotion­
al experience for her.
“It’ll be a championship game hopeful­
ly,” she said. “Til just try to put that in the 
back of my mind.”
Fleeing Bulgaria, star player 
found faith, fast food, b-ball
Chad Cain 
for the Kaimin
Going from playing bas­
ketball behind the Iron 
Curtain to flipping burgers 
in a American fast food 
restaurant, Boise State’s best 
player took a risk in life that 
has helped her both on and 
off the court.
Lidiya Varbanova, in her 
final season at BSU, was play­
ing at the Goodwill Games for 
the Bulgarian National Team 
five summers ago when she 
decided to defect.
According June 
Daugherty, BSU’s head 
coach, Varbanova was living 
in a YMCA in Seattle and 
playing pick-up ball at the 
University of Washington.
“After we saw Lidiya play at 
the Goodwill Games, we kept 
tabs on both players (Tory 
Torrolova is also from 
Bulgaria),” Daugherty said. 
“When UW didn’t have two 
scholarships available, we did.”
Over the past two seasons,
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Varbanova has led the nation 
in field goal percentage, mak­
ing 68 percent of her shots 
last year and 67.8 percent 
two years ago. This year, she 
has almost secured the 
NCAA career field-goal per­
centage record, shooting at a 
67 percent clip over her four 
years at BSU.
But accomplishments on 
the basketball court are sec­
ondary when it comes to her 
stay in the United States.
“The highlight of my life, 
both on and off the court, 
was discovering God,” 
Varbanova said. “In 
Bulgaria, I didn’t have that 
faith. It’s something that 
will stay with me forever.”
That faith is something 
she plans to take back to 
Bulgaria in a few months 
where she wants to continue 
playing basketball.
As she finishes her last 
year at BSU, Varbanova, 
nicknamed “money” by fellow 
teammates, leads the Lady 
Broncos in five team cate­
March 11,1994
gories, including points, 
blocks, rebounds, minutes 
and field goal percentage. 
She has been the high point 
scorer in 17 of BSU’s 26 
games this year, including 30 
points against Southern 
Utah and 27 against 
Washington State.
“In her four years, we’ve 
won a lot of ballgames,” 
Daugherty said. “She is such 
a soft-spoken person, but her 
leadership is through exam­
ple on the court and in prac­
tice.”
Varbanova pointed out 
that basketball in the States 
is a much different ballgame. 
“People are so dedicated over 
here,” Varbanova said. “We 
get four to five thousand fans 
for our home games. It’s 
great to play in front of such 
a large crowd.”
That kind of enthusiasm 
will be needed as she leads 
the Lady Broncos in front of 
one of the rowdiest crowds in 
the Big Sky Conference this 
weekend.
r ' iV> .1 .I***"
k Chris jacobs/for thcKaimi
BOISE STATE senior forward Lidiya Varbinova shows a post 
move that has helped to make her one of the nation’s top per­
centage shooters.
Battle under the Big Sky: Dominating the court
Courtesy of R. Dean Hendrickson/MSU
MSU SENIOR forward Cass Bauer moves toward the paint in a game earlier this 
season. Bauer is the defending Big Sky MVP.
Bauer finishes career 
as one of MSU’s best
Jon Ebelt
Kaimin Reporter
The minutes are ticking away on 
the Montana State Lady Bobcats’ sea­
son and the career of one of its most 
celebrated players.
For senior center Cass Bauer and 
her teammates time is of the essence 
as they put last years’ Big Sky 
Conference Championship on the line 
Friday against No. 17 Boise State.
Specifically on the mind of Cass 
Bauer this week is that it may be the 
last time she will be able to play with 
her teammates, who she refers to as 
“one big family.”
However, the rest of the Big Sky, 
especially Montana and Boise State, 
probably won’t shed too many tears 
over Bauer’s last game. Bauer has 
been the nemesis of both Montana and 
Boise State, averaging 24 points and 
eight rebounds against those teams. 
On the season Bauer has averaged 21 
points and 10 rebounds. Both Boise 
State and Montana are ranked in the 
Top 25 in women’s college basketball.
Last year, Bauer was both the 
league’s regular season and the 1993 
tournament M.V.P. after leading the 
Lady Cats, to the championship. 
However, these accomplishments are 
not the most memorable from the 
plethora Bauer has to choose from. 
Bauer said the biggest was her first 
team victory against the Lady Griz 
early in her career.
“Beating the Griz is always a high­
light,” she said.
Growing up in Hysham, Bauer said 
basketball came naturally for her.
“All my older sisters played college 
ball,” she said. “It was just part of our 
family life.” At Hysham, Bauer aver­
aged 30 points and 15 rebounds per 
game. Bauer’s’s older sister Alaina 
was also a all-conference player for the 
Bobcats from 1986-91. However, 
Bauer said she also has had a burning 
desire in herself to succeed in basket­
ball, and has never been afraid to 
dream.
“Winning the (NCAA Women’s) 
Final Four,” Bauer said, “that is 
always the biggest dream.”
The impressive aspect is even 
though Bauer may not be on the best 
team nationally, she proved last sum­
mer to be one of the best players 
nationally. Last summer Bauer, com­
peted for a spot on the U.S. National 
Team and made it to the final cut of 15 
from 150 walk-ons. The 15 walk-ons 
then competed with 25 invited players.
“That was a really good experience,” 
Bauer said. She said playing against 
that kind of talent “really opened my 
eyes and made me work harder when I 
got back.”
Looking back on her illustrious 
career, Bauer said it has gone by real­
ly fast.
“It seems like just yesterday I was 
just a freshman,” she said.
But no matter what happens in the 
coming weeks, she leaves behind no 
regrets.
“I feel that I have been successful,” 
Bauer said. “I feel there is always a 
time to move on. But it has been really 
fun.”
NAU's Yanish charts a course into 
a new Frontier: the post season 
Dan Ross 
for the Kaimin
Having lost 38 consecutive regular-season 
games in the Big Sky Conference over a 2 1/2 year 
period, the Northern Arizona Lady Lumberjacks 
were in desperate need of some big changes. What 
they came up with was a 5-foot 6-inch freshmen 
point guard by the name .of Amy Yanish.
“She’s what makes us go,” her coach, Charli 
Turner said. “She’s our leading scorer, she runs 
the offense and is our best passer, and she is our 
defensive catalyst. Amy wears every hat there is.”
Pretty high praise for a newcomer on a 12-14 
team that barely made it into its own conference 
tournament.
But when you stop to consider that no women’s 
team from NAU has ever made it into the Big Sky 
Conference Tournament before this year, it’s easy 
to justify the accolades. After all, the post-season 
is unchartered territory for the Lady Jacks, and 
Amy Yanish is their chief navigator.
Her accomplishments this season in the Big Sky 
Conference are remarkable. She is ranked in the 
top ten in scoring (12.5 ppg), steals (1.5), three- 
point field-goal percentage (28%), assists (2.7) and 
free-throw percentage (75.2%). Only Cass Bauer of 
Montana State University and Angie Evans of 
Boise State can make the same claim.
According to her coach, however, Amy’s biggest 
contribution to the Lady Jacks’ success this season 
cannot be found on the stat sheet.
“She’s a winner,” Turner said. “In her junior 
and senior years at Window Rock High in Arizona, 
her teams won back to back state championships. 
She brought a lot of that winning mentality with 
her to NAU, and it’s rubbed off on the other play­
ers.”
“More than anything else,” Turner continued, 
“Amy has a mental toughness about her that 
enables her to respond in crucial situations during 
a game. You just can’t teach that.”
What did need to be taught to Yanish was the
point guard position.
“Coming out of high 
school, I played the two 
guard,” Yanish said. 
“Becoming a point guard 
this year was a big 
adjustment, and I can’t 
tell you how many times 
early on in the season I 
became disoriented with 
the role.”
As the season pro­
gressed, however, Yanish 
became more and more 
comfortable with her new 
position, and is now 
-reluctant to give it up.
“They’re talking now of 
moving me back to the 
two spot for next year,” 
Yanish said, “but I’m not 
sure I want to give up the 
point. After you’ve been 
the floor leader for a sea­
son, you get a little 
greedy, you know? 
Everything’s in my con­
trol, and it’s a fun posi­
tion to play.”
The fun could end 
Friday night when the 
Lady Jacks come to 
Dahlberg Arena to take 
on the 20th-ranked Lady 
Griz, a team that 
trounced NAU twice this 
season.
“They’re an awesome team, and we have yet to 
really show them that we can play on their level,” 
Yanish admits, “but I think we can beat anybody 
in the league on any given night. If I didn’t think 
that, I wouldn’t bother suiting up for the game.”
And what would it take to pull off the Big Sky
Courtesy of NAU sports information
NAU freshman guard Amy Yanish keeps her court vision open and displays some of 
the skills that have her in the running for Big Sky Freshman of the Year.
Conference upset of the year?
“A near perfect game,” Yanish said. “I’m going to 
have to take care of the basketball and limit my 
turnovers, which has been my biggest weakness so 
far this season. But, if we play our best game of 
the year, and they play one of their worst, we’re 
going to the finals on Saturday night.”
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Robin Selvig, winning more t
Kevin C rough
Kaimin Sports Editor
In Montana, there have always been certain things that are expected and have become natural.
People in Montana expect at 
least a good two-feet of snow in 
December and at least one day of 
school canceled due to the weather.
For the past 14 years, people in 
Montana have also seemed to 
become accustomed to 20 victo­
ries by the UM Lady Griz basket­
ball team, and UM head coach 
Robin Selvig to be the mentor of 
those teams.
People in Montana have become 
solid followers of Selvig-lead 
teams. And for good reasons. In 16 
seasons, Selvig has compiled an 
amazing 380-92 record, which as of 
last season, ranked him the fifth 
winningest coach in the nation.
He has led the Lady Griz to 12 
postseason tournaments, includ­
ing this season, and of those 12, 
UM has advanced to the NCAA 
tournament eight times. During 
the 1983-84 season, UM appeared 
in the West Regional tournament, 
and have advanced to the second 
round four times.
And even with the fact that he 
has taken the Lady Griz to the 20- 
victory plateau 14 times, IN A 
ROW, Selvig claims he doesn’t 
know and has no desire to know 
what his gargantuan amount of 
wins is amounting to.
“I don’t even know what my 
record is,” Selvig said with a grin. 
“I do this for the kids and to be a 
part of a team. Over the years 
I’ve been blessed with help from 
great players, and the records 
have just been good.”
His statement about doing it for 
the kids seems evident from his 
motto about working at each game. 
“I’ve never been one to set 
long-term goals,” Selvig admits. 
“I try to teach my kids to go out 
and play the best they can, game 
to game. If we end up doing the 
things we work hard to do, then 
the wins will come.”
And they have. Big time.
Since coming to UM in 1978, 
after a three-year coaching stint at 
his alma mater, Plentywood High 
School, Selvig guided a young pro­
gram to a 13-13 record his first 
season, and has never lost 
more than ten games 
since.
“A lot of play­
ers didn’t have 
equal footing 
back then,” 
Selvig 
said. “As 
far as 
adversi­
ties, we 
didn’t 
have it 
worse 
than 
many 
other 
women’s 
programs, 
but it still 
wasn’t as good as 
the men. But the 
only thing to do was take 
what was there and make 
progress.”
And he did. When Selvig first 
came to UM, only about 200 fans 
came to watch the Lady Griz in 
Dahlberg Arena. Since then, UM 
has been consistently ranked in 
the top 10 in the nation for atten­
dance, averaging over 3,000 fans 
five times and this season, averag­
ing an unbelievable 5,062 
(Dahlberg Arena holds 9,016) fans
380-92
at home. The next highest atten­
dance at a Big Sky Conference 
school was Boise State, which 
averaged 3,940 fans, due mostly to 
the 11,558 fans that came out to 
see BSU host UM on January 
29th.
Roald and Agnus Selvig raised eight children in the small north-eastern town of Outlook.
Out of five boys and three girls, 
six played college-level basketball 
and three at the Division 1 level.
All of them played for 
Montana schools.
“In our family, 
everyone was 
going to attend 
college,” 
Robin said.
“We had 
eight 
kids, but 
Mom 
and Dad 
would 
have 
found a 
way for 
all of us 
to go if 
there wasn’t 
athletic schol­
arships.” 
Robin played 
for UM from 1970- 
1974 under Jud 
Heathcote and is a member of the 
Grizzly Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Youngest brother Doug, now a 
coach at Westby High School, 
played for UM from 1981-84. 
Brothers Ken, Rocky Mountain 
College, Randy, Eastern Montana 
College and Dave all played col­
lege ball too. The only girl, 
Sandy, the youngest of the eight, 
played for her brother Robin at 
UM from 1978-81.
“I took things from him (Robin) 
from a personal standpoint,” Sandy 
said. “His success was important to 
me.”
Doug, who was always to young 
to play along with his older broth­
ers, used to sit on the sidelines and 
dream of joining them.
“They all used to come home 
from college and go out and play, 
but they always said I was too 
young,” Doug said.
One guy that wasn’t too young 
for Robin, was UM Griz head coach 
Blaine Taylor, who played for UM 
from 1977-81, and played softball 
with Robin during the early years.
“We’d go onto the court to play 
and we’d usually end up so pissed- 
off at each other that we wouldn’t 
talk for a week,” Taylor said. “But 
that just goes to show how compet­
itive we are.”
Taylor said they are both too 
old now to gauge which one is 
better, but Robin seems to have 
the get-go.
After a Lady Griz practice on 
Tuesday, Selvig received an alley- 
oop from Lady Griz freshman 
Greta Koss, jumped about four 
inches off the ground, laid the pass 
in, turned to his niece, Tasha, and 
said “I was up there, wasn’t I 
Tash?”
Taylor just laughs and remem­
bers the days when he would tease 
Robin about being from a class ‘C’ 
school, as Taylor played at ‘AA’ 
Missoula Hellgate.
‘We always gave those small­
town boys a hard time because 
when we would use our real head­
bands, they would have to cut the 
tops off of their old socks and use 
those for headbands,” Taylor said. 
“But he would always comeback 
and complain about us ‘big-city, 
pampered AA guys’ and our nice 
buses that actually had heaters.”
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Photo Courtesy of Kort Duce 
LADY GRIZ players crowd around on the bus as Coach Selvig hosts 
a game of Trivial Pursuit.
Lady Griz head coach 
builds Montana's 
women's basketball 
program into a Big Sky 
legacy
han just games...
LEFT- UM Lady Griz players look on as Coach Selvig ponders a 
moment of the game.
Gregory Rec/Kaimin
Russ Pagenkopf/for the Kaimin
Russ Pagenkopf/for the Kaimin
TOP- Coach Selvig agonizes over a blown play in UM’s loss to MSU 
in Bozeman last week.
ABOVE- Selvig reacts to a questionable out-of-bounds call in 
Bozeman last week.
LEFT- Lady Griz players listen in on one of Selvig’s pep talks during 
halftime of a road. game.
Photo courtesy of Kort Duce
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UM 
Fact Box
Location: Missoula,
Montana
Enrollment: 10,615
President:
Dr. GeorgeDennison
Athletic Director:
Bill Moos
Associate Athletic
Director:
Kathy Noble
Nickname: Lady Griz
Colors: copper, silver 
and gold
Home Court:
Dahlberg Arena
Head Coach: Robin Selvig
Alma Mater:
Montana, 1974
Record: 380-92
Assistant Coaches:
Annette Whitaker
Rocheleau, Shannon Cate
Sports Information
Director: Linda McCarthy
Student Assistant Coach:
Joy Anderson
The Lady Griz have won 
eight of 11 Big Sky 
Conference regular season 
championships.
Tough Schedule equals 
National Recognition for 
the Lady Griz
Corey Taule
Kaimin Reporter
Senior point guard Kelly 
Pilcher has a theory on why 
the UM Lady Griz have been 
ranked in the Associated Press 
top 25 for 11 straight weeks.
“It’s all that scheduling I 
think,” she said.
The Lady Griz, currently 
ranked 20th, defeated nation­
ally-recognized teams like 
Southwest Missouri State, Old 
Dominion, Providence and 
Brigham Young during the 
non-conference season.
Montana head coach Robin 
Selvig agreed with Pilcher’s 
assessment.
“We couldn’t have got the 
ranking without the schedule,” 
he said.
Ironically, UM’s most 
impressive outing of the sea­
son may have been a double 
figures loss. The Lady Griz 
lost 82-66 at Tennessee by the 
number-one-ranked Lady 
Volunteers, but trailed by only 
six points late in the second 
half. Selvig said Montana 
came away from that game 
knowing they could play with 
the best teams in the nation.
“We played great in the sec­
ond half,” Selvig said. “Even 
though we lost, we left there 
with -the confidence that we 
can play with anyone.”
Pilcher said playing for a 
Top 25 team has now become a 
way of fife for she and her 
teammates.
“Now it’s like we take it for 
granted,” she said. “We’re 
thinking now about whether 
we’ll move up or down.”
The Lady Griz currently 
own* the third longest home­
court winning streak in the 
nation, winning 29 straight 
games in Dahlberg Arena. 
Pilcher said UM’s success in 
Missoula can be attributed to 
the great fan support the Lady 
Griz receive.
“The fans here are incredi­
ble,” she said. “They know that 
and enjoy that they can get on 
an opposing coach or player.”
Gregory Rec/Kaimin
UM JUNIOR forward Kristy Langton shoots between BSU’s Lidiya 
Varbinova (52) and Tory Torrolova in a UM victory earlier this 
season.
UM Lady Griz Roster
Number/Name
31 Trish Olson
43 Ann Lake
23 Kristy Langton
35 Kelly Pilcher
22 Sherri Brooks
11 Carla Beattie
10 Kristin Omfid
Year/Position
Sr./ Center
Sr./ Forward
Jr./ Forward 
Sr J Guard
So./ Guard 
Jr/Guard 
Sr/Guard
Hometown
Missoula
Missoula 
Stevensville
Missoula 
Livingston 
Philipsburg 
Stevensville
Number/Name
45 Jodi Hinrichs
25 Lora Morast
33 Dawn Sievers
53 Malia Kipp
41 April Sather
15 Gretta Koss
Year/Positon
Jr./ Center 
Jr./ Forward 
Jr J Guard 
So./ Center 
Fr7 Forward 
Fr J Forward
Hometown
Farfield 
Kalispell 
Miles City 
Browning 
Havre 
Malta
Courtesy of MSU sports information
MSU JUNIOR guard Sam Fluss looks inside for a possible two 
points earlier this season.
MSU hopes to repeat upset performances 
against favored tournament teams
Jon Ebelt
Kaimin Reporter
Playing the role of spoiler 
suits the Montana State 
Bobcats just fine, junior for­
ward Angel Nickelson said 
this week.
“There is really no pres­
sure on us,” Nickelson said.
Last week the Lady Cats 
(16-9, 11-3) spoiled UM Lady 
Griz’ (16-9, 12-2) chance to 
win the Big Sky regular sea­
son title outright when they 
came back from 16 points 
down to defeat the Lady Griz 
in Bozeman.
In that game the Cats 
staged one of the biggest come­
backs in Big Sky history.
Naturally, leading the 
comeback was the Lady Cats 
All-American candidate Cass 
Bauer.
“There is sometimes where 
• I feel I take a lot into my 
hands,” Bauer said. “My job 
is to get everyone going.” 
Bauer scored 21 points 
and pulled down seven 
rebounds and was also select­
ed as last week’s Big Sky 
Conference Player of the 
Week. Also playing an instru­
mental role in the comeback 
was guard Sam Fluss who 
nailed back-to-back three 
pointers to ignite the run. 
Fluss may have to play more 
minutes if guard Steph 
Spencer doesn’t play. 
Spencer’s father died this 
past week from a snowmobile 
accident.
In addition to Bauer and 
Fluss, Nickelson will be 
relied on heavily Friday 
night against Boise State. 
Nickelson, the Lady Cats’ 
second-leading scorer, said 
the key to beating Boise 
State is complete team focus. 
“It’s going to be a total 
team effort,” Nickelson said. 
“Everyone needs to show up 
to play. We don’t match up 
that well.”
The 5-foot 9 inch 
Nickelson will be battling for 
rebounds against a Boise 
State front line that goes 6- 
foot 4 inch, 6 foot, and 6 foot 
3 inch.
However, with Bauer 
drawing plenty of attention 
in the-middle, Nickelson said 
she gets to move to the out­
side on offense.
“It’s an advantage, 
because I can move out and 
wheel and deal,” Nickelson 
said.
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IMSU
Fact Box
Lady Cats face yet another
.....
Fact Box
Location: Bozeman, 
Montana
President: Dr. Mike Malone 
Athletic Director:
Doug Fullerton
Assistant Athletic 
Directors: Dan Davies, 
Bruce Parker, Pat Kicker 
Nickname: Bobcats 
Colors: yellow and blue 
Home Court:
Worthington Arena
Head Coach:
Judy Spoelstra
Alma Mater:
Oregon State, 1983
Record: 83-54
Assistant Coach:
Cathy Schick
Sports Information 
Director: Tom Schulz
Student Assistant Coaches:
Sarah Flock,
Jennie Guilland,
Trisha Sears
Athletic Trainer:
Chuck Kamop
roadblock with Spencer tragedy
Jon Ebelt
Kaimin Reporter
The Montana State Lady 
Bobcats have endured their 
share of adversity this sea­
son but nothing prepared 
them for what happened last 
Sunday when guard Steph 
Spencer’s father, Robert, was 
killed in a snowmobiling acci­
dent in Geraldine.
Lady Cat forward Angel 
Nickelson said the team met 
earlier this week to figure 
out the best way to handle 
the situation.
Montana State Roster
NAME YR/POSITION HOMETOWN
20 Julie Brown Fr./guard Helena
21 Nichole Zikmund Fr./guard Harlowton
22 Steph Spencer Sr ./guard Geraldine
23 Blythe Hommes Jr./guard Churchill
24 Jennifer Beattie JrVguard Bozeman
31 Sam Fluss Jr./guard Terry
32 Dani Davison Fr./guard Highwood
NAME YR/POSITION HOMETOWN
33 Cass Bauer Sr ./center Hysham
34 Sabrina Wheeler Jr./center Aurora, CO
35 Aaron Wood Jr./forward Troy, ID
41 Shanna Smith Fr./guard Dillon
43 Angel Nickelson Jr./forward Riverton, WY
44 Melissa Clark Fr./forward Parker, CO
“It’s been tough on the 
team,” Nickelson said. “We 
are trying to talk now to pre­
pare for when Steph comes 
back.” Spencer will not join 
the team until Friday, if she 
decides to play at all.
Senior center Cass Bauer 
said the team is attempting 
to turn it into a positive.
“It will bring us a lot clos­
er,” Bauer said.
Other difficulties the team 
has faced this year pale by 
comparison but have affected 
their season. To start the 
year the Lady Cats faced the 
challenge of combining six 
returning players with eight 
new recruits. Throughout the 
season, coach Judy Spoelstra 
has struggled to find a steady 
starting line-up.
Earlier in the year, for­
ward Aaron Wood suffered a 
season-ending knee injury. 
With the loss of Wood, sud­
denly the front line for the 
Cats became quite thin.
“You notice it a lot when 
you only have three post 
players to begin with,” 
Nickelson said.
Judy Spoelstra/Head coach MSU
MSU won its first ever Big 
Sky Conference Championship 
last season by tying UM for 
the regular season title. MSU 
won the coin toss and received 
the right to host the Big Sky 
Tournament
~NAU 
Fact Box
Location:
Flagstaff, Arizona 
Enrollment: 18,500 
President:
Dr. Patsy B. Reed
Athletic Director:
Tom Jurich
Associate Athletic Director: 
Kelly Patton-Woodward 
Nickname:
Lady Lumberjacks 
Colors: blue and gold 
Home Court:
Walkup Skydome 
Head Coach: Charli Turner 
Alma Mater:
Stanford, 1988
Record: 12-14 
Assistant Coaches:
Meg Sanders,
Julio Sanchez, 
Karen Kuchan
SID:
Kim Tompkins 
Athletics Trainer:
Dianne Goodridge
Sky's the limit for 
Lady Jacks
Dan Ross
/or the Kaimin
The Northern Arizona University Lady Lumberjacks are reach­
ing for the sky. The Big Sky, that is.
After winning just one conference game in the last three sea­
sons, the Lady Lumberjacks chopped down six conference foes this 
season.
But NAU stumbled their way to a fourth-place finish after losing 
four of their last five games. Yet an early-season win against 
Montana State earned NAU the right to play UM Friday night in 
the semifinal of the conference tournament in Dahlberg Arena. It is 
Northern Arizona’s first Big Sky postseason appearance.
Rookie Head Coach Charli Turner said her first priority after 
taking over the reins at NAU (6-8,12-14) was to get inside the play­
er’s mindset and smooth over the scars the past few seasons had 
left on returning players.
“Certainly the main thing my staff and I had to deal with was 
the winning mentality,” Turner said. “Teaching these kids how to 
win again was crucial. They had all won in high school, but since 
then they’ve been through some rough times.”
The next step, Turner said, was to get back to the basics.
“Once we got their heads up in the air again, then we had to get 
them in shape,” Turner went on. “We don’t have a lot of size and 
we don’t have a lot of great offensive players, so we knew the only 
way we were going to win was through hard work.
“It may sound cliche, but if you look at our stats you’ll see that 
we shoot in the low 30’s, and usually get out-rebounded by ten 
boards a game. We have to rely on sheer hustle to win games.”
NAU will need an exceptional performance this Friday to topple 
UM at home.
“They have a presence about them, particularly at home,” 
Turner said of the 20th-ranked Lady Griz. “We need to come in 
and somehow try to overcome that mystique, and just play our 
game. We’ve gone up against them twice this year and both times 
we just freaked out.”
The Lady Griz will be going for their 30th straight home win, the 
third-longest streak in the country.
Courtesy of NAU sports information
NAU JUNIOR forward Jody Hensen sprints out in front of the pack- 
on a break away opportunity.
Although Turner knows her chances of beating UM at home are 
slim, there is still much to be gained, she says, by just playing in 
the game.
“If I had to choose between a winning season and playing in the 
postseason, I’ll take the postseason any day,” she said. “The play­
ers here need to get a feel for what this game is all about, to experi­
ence the excitement, and to be a part of the drama that is known as 
March Madness.”
Northern Arizona Roster
Number/Name Year/Position
3 Jody Hensen
11 Tracy Carlson
20 Lena Pierce
21 Sonia Schwenk
22 Barb Cirbo
24 Amy.Yanish
32 Jenni Smith
Jr./Foward 
Sr./Guard
So./Foward 
Fr ./Guard 
Sr ./Guard 
Fr ./Guard 
Jr./Guard
Home town
Homer, Alaska 
Rochester, Mich 
Albuquerque, N.M. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 
Broomfield, Colo. 
Window Rock, AZ 
Arcata, CA.
NORTHERN 
ARIZONA 
UNIVERSITY
N umber/N ame
33 Marja Miller
34 Rachael Bouseman
35 Karli Rikli
40 Keturah Mattox
44 Karen Cox
Year/Position
Jr./Foward 
Jr./Guard 
So./ Foward 
So./Guard 
Sr./Guard
Hometown
Cerritos, CA
Phoenix, AZ
Highlands Ranch, CO
Winslow, AZ
Winslow, AZ
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BSU
Fact Box
Location: Boise, Idaho
Enrollment: 15,000 
President:
Dr. Charles Ruch
Athletic Director:
Gene Bleymaier
Women’s Athletic Director 
: Carol Ladwig
Nickname: Broncos 
Colors: blue and orange 
Homecourt: BSU Pavilion 
Head Coach:
June Daugherty
Alma Mater:
Ohio State, 1978
Record: 92-47
Assistant Coaches:
Jill Stevens,
Trisha Stevens,
Mike Daugherty
Sports Information] 
Director: Lori Orr Hays 
Trainer: Tammy Pascoe
June Daugherty BSU Head Coach
BSU experiences 
days of domination
Tom Cotton
for the Kaimin______________
For much of the history of the Big Sky Conference, the Boise 
State Lady Broncos have played second fiddle to the Montana 
Lady Griz.
However, those days appear over as the Broncos earned the 
co-championship of the conference this season, tying UM for the 
title.
The Lady Broncos have resided in the Top 25 in the nation for 
most of the season and are ranked 18th in the latest Associated 
Press poll.
According to BSU coach June Daugherty, balance is the key 
to the Broncos’ success.
“Everyone has stepped up to take a leadership role at some 
point in the season and anyone could come on and hurt an oppo­
nent,” she said.
Even though the Broncos pride themselves on balance, their 
main weapon has been center Lidiya Varbanova. She is on pace 
to set the NCAA record for career field goal percentage and is 
among the league leaders in scoring, rebounding, blocked shots 
and free throw percentage.
The highest point in the season according to Daugherty was a 
stretch of wins against Oregon State, UCLA, Western Kentucky 
and Brigham Young University. She said that Oregon State was 
averaging 90 points a game but BSU held them to just 52 points.
Although the Broncos have achieved success thus far, 
Daugherty doesn’t like to look ahead to the NCAA tournament.
“Looking ahead to the tournament is a little bit premature 
and we have to take care of business against the Bobcats,” she 
said.
Montana State, Boise State’s first round opponent, is a dan­
gerous team, Daugherty said. The Broncos split the season 
series with the ‘Cats, winning in Bozeman but losing to MSU in 
Boise.
“They are the defending Big Sky champs and Cass Bauer is 
playing well,” she said. “They also have other players playing 
well right now.”
Daugherty praised the support the Boise fans have shown 
this season.
Courtesy of BSU sports information 
BSU JUNIOR forward Tory Torrolova scans the court for an open 
teammate.
"Vfe have been in the top 20 in attendance this year,” she 
said. “Boise is very excited about women’s basketball. We really 
credit the fans for our season.”
Daugherty has coached the Broncos for 5 years, compiling a 
record of 70-41.
Name Year/Position
Boise State University Roster
Hometown Name
10 Tricia Bader
11 Angie Evans
20 Wendy Berg
22 Michelle Schultz
25 Tory Torrolova
30 Deidre Pierson
31 Alisa Indgjerd
32 Lisa Workman
42 Heather Sower
Jr/Guard 
Sr/Guard 
Fr/Guard 
So/Guard 
Jr/Forward 
So/Guard 
So/Forward
Jr/Forward
Sr/Center
Carbondale, Colo.
Vale, Ore.
Lake Oswego, Ore. 
Post Falls, Idaho 
Sofia, Bulgaria 
Montreal, Canada 
Mead, Wash. 
Portland, Ore. 
Mead, Wash.
45 Verna Guild
52 Lidiya Varbanova
Kristy Mylander
Julie Nelson
Alycia Sumlin
Year/Position
So/Center 
Sr/Center 
Fr/Guard 
Fr/Forward 
Fr/Guard
Hometown
Molalla, Ore.
Varna, Bulgaria 
Star, Idaho
Vancouver, Wash
Fresno, Calif
Joe Weston/Kaimin
THE UM cheer squad demonstrates a maneuver that has made 
them one of the top twenty cheer squads in the country.
Joe Weston/Kaimin
UM HEAD coach Robin Selvig lets his team know what’s on his mind during the MSU-UMgame 
in Bozeman last week.
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Stageline Pizza 
supports 
the
JlacHty
20" JUMBO
One-Topping Pizza
$11.99
equals almost three 12” pizzas!!
FREE DELIVERY!
UNIVERSITY AREA: 549-5150
926 E. BROADWAY
SOUTHSIDE: 728-6960
2339 SOUTH AVE. W.
Good Luck Lady Griz!
'^iPizzci Pipeline
2100 Stephens
Congratulations 
& Good Luck 
Lady GrizH
GRIZZLY SPECIALS
valid until 3/21/94
Missoula Hotline • 721-7500
FREE DELIVERY
Coupon Required. Not valid with any other offer. 
Missoula store only.
GOOD BUYS
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SOUTHGATE 
MALL 
Missoula 
549-0073
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Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover
SAY HELLO TO
at the Big Sky 
Tournament!
651 E. Broadway & 3400 Brooks
| Any 26" Large One Item Pizza
■ ONLY $16.00
' Plus Four FREE 22oz. Soft Drinks
Any 16" One Item Pizza
ONLY $7.00
Plus Two FREE 22oz. Soft Drinks
Any 12" Two Item Pizza
ONLY $5.50
Plus One FREE 22oz. Soft Drink
LATE NIGHT SPECIAL
$6.50
Any 14“ Two Item Pizza 
plus One 22oz. Soft Drink 
-or-
Any 16” One Item Pizza 
plus Two 22oz. Soft Drinks 
Valid after 9pm ONLYI
YOUR OUTDOOR HEADQUARTERS
SPORTSMAN'S 
SURPLUS
SPORTS SPECIALISTS 
TREMPER’S SHOPPING CENTER
MOUNTAIN 
BIKES
12 MONTHS TO PAY SAME AS CASH
NO INTEREST (O.A.C.) • NO SERVICE CHARGE
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19 MODELS TO CHOOSE FROM!
SCOTT NISHIKI 
RALEIGH* scott 
NISHIKI RALEIGH 
SCOTT NISHIKI
SCOTT TAMPICO
The Tampico is a true 
multi-use bicycle. 
With Scott adventure 
geometry for a com­
fortable and spirited 
ride, the Tampico is 
ideal for road or 
trails. A full chrome- 
moly frame and fork 
and a duality selec­
tion of Shimano com­
ponents make the 
Tampico a user- 
friendly mountain 
bike that doesn’t ride 
like a truck.
SCOTT MONTEGO
“Montana”
Hiking Shoes
Reg. $50.00
Sa/e
$29"
STORE 
HOURS
Mon.-Fri. 9-9 
Sat. 9-6 
Sun. 10-5
SCOTT MOHAKA
Unlike most entry-priced 
ATB bikes, the Montego 
is an all-use mountain 
bike. Oversized 
chrome-moly main 
tubes put the strength 
where it's needed for 
trail use and the Scott 
adventure geometry 
assures a comfortable 
and nimble ride. 
Shlmano's Alivlo/Attus 
component package 
gives you the latest in 
performance features.
(Riddell*
“Ripper”
Baseball & Softball Shoes
Reg. $40.00
Sa/e
$04"
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The Mohaka is a fea­
ture-packed mountain 
bike designed for com­
fort and easy use. A 21- 
speed drive train with 
Shimano and GripShift 
parts allows you to 
tackle even the steep­
est terrain with ease. 
The Scott adventure 
geometry frame as a 
chrome-moly seat tube 
for added strength. 
Available in either the 
traditional diamond or 
step-through designs.
EASTON
Large Group of Easton Bats 
Softball, Baseball Bats
“Mongoose”
Baseball & Softball Shoes 
Reg. $60.00 
Sa/e
$3999
Values to $50.00
On/y I J
Leather 
Cross-Trainer
Reg. $50.00
Sa/e
$^Q99
TREMPER’S SHOPPING CENTER, MISSOULA, MT
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